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The Shadhili Oceans

By Shaykh Muhammad Al-Yaqoubi
English translation by the Author
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The Shadhili oceans

flooded every seeker,
With the sublime transcendence,
which we could not escape.
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They made us know through our real identity
that we are truly but servants,
Then, we drank from its most delicious drinks

pure wine.
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For, Imam al-Shadhili's rank
is very high,
He is a gnostic, an ocean and a saint
in whom falling in love is sweet.
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He is a sherif, a descendant of al-Hassan,
A Sayyid who protects those who have bond with him,
His name, Ali, is sublime,
so peace be upon him.
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I travelled into his gardens,
and embarked into his sanctuary,
Looking for the wine of gnosis,
as nothing would quench my thirst except it,
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So, he offered me jars of drinks,
and dressed me from his collection,
With a garment that annihilated my being,
and left me burning in ecstasy.
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He is the head of all the people of Allah,
and through him they reached Allah,
He was granted by his Lord a secret
that minds cannot comprehend.
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And Allah gave him the glad tidings
that all his disciples are accepted,
So, if you have any errand,
beseech Allah by this imam.
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Upon the Elect, Ahmad,

the Seal of all Noble Messengers,
The one who reached the highest and most glorious rank,
who was shaded by clouds.
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Through whom we are granted felicity,
and our thirst is quenched on the Crowded Day,
Whose name amongst us is Muhammad
there shall be all prayers from the Lord of mankind.
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