Kitab al-Tanwir - Session 3b-4a: Tafsir of three Ayat
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Section about: Absence of opposition and presence of submission

1. The Ayah of submting to judgement (tahkim):
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Tafsir of the Ayah of Tahkim:
/Note: see also Session 2a, where the Ayah was introduced/

{ Nay by your Lord, they do not believe until they make you the judge in every
matter they differ about, and then do not find any obecttion within themselves
about what you decided, and completely surrender. }

According to the Ayah, belief requires three elements:

1. Making the Prophet (s) the judge in all disputes between pple
2. Not to object to his (s) descision

3. Generalizing this to all matters, wether communal or individual.

1. is entailed by His saying { ...until they let you judge.... } - this takes place before
the judgement.

2. is entailed by His saying { ...and do not find within themselves any objection.... }.
This takes place during and after the judgement. It demands more than the first
points, since people may be content with calling him (s) as a judge, but then they
may not accept the outcome.

3. is entailed by His saying { ...and completely surrender } - after first stating only the
specific case (khass) of { what they differ about amongst themselves }, this addition
makes the Ayah generally applicable (mutlaq) to all affairs, whether the concern
dealings between pple or individual matters.

2. The Ayah of Choice (khiyara):
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{ Your Lord creates what He wants and chooses. For them there is no choice. Allah is



far about the partnership they ascribe to him. }
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Tafsir of the Ayah of Choice (al-Khiyara):
The first point:
{Your lord creates what He wants and chooses } - this makes it obligatory for the
servant to desist from managing in front of Allah. { Is the One you creates like the

one who does not create? } - Assuming management over what he did not create
means he presumes to manage someone else's property.

{... and chooses... } - entails that Allah alone choses, and that His choices are not
due to compulsion or necessity, but out of His Will and free disposition. - This makes
it obligatory for the servant to desist from managing and chosing in front of Allah,
since what befits Allah does not befit the servant.
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Second point:

{...for them there is no choice... } can be seen from two angles:

1. that it does not befit them chose, since it is the right of Allah to chose for them
2. that Allah did not give then this right, and therefore they can not chose.
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Third point:

{Allah is far above the partnership they ascribe to Him}:

Anyone who claims to have a choice in front of Allah is a mushrik claiming Lordship
for himself by the tongue of his hal (state), even if what he says may free him from
(the charge if shirk). (I.d. he is inwardly a mushrik, even if he outwardly testifies to
be a Muslim.)

3. The Ayah of wishing:
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Tafsir of the Ayah:

{ Will people have what they wish? }

This also proves that the servant must leave management in front of Allah.

It means that the servant does no have, nor does it befit him, because we did not
make for him to have what he wishes.

The ayah continues:

{ When to Allah belongs to the hereafter and the present world. }
confirming that man does not have any share in neither of them.

He can not manage what belongs to someone else, since this is right belongs
exclusively the owner - that is Allah ta'ala.



