Kitab al-Tanwir - Session 2a: Quotes
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Section about submitting and not managing

Ayat from the Quran
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1) {By Allah they do not believe until they make you the judge in all the|r disputes,
then do no find any objection within themselves, and completely submit}

2) {Allah creates what He wants and He choses} /not printed/

- }o
3) {Should people have what they wish? To Allah belongs the world after this and
the world before this.}

Sayings of the Prophet (s)
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1) «He will taste Iman who is satisfied with Alllah as a Lord, and with Islam as a Deen
and with Muhammad (s) as a Messenger.»
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2) «Worship Allah with Rida. And if you are not able to then in patience over what



you dislike there is a lot of good.»
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Sayings of the Awliya (r)
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1) People of ma’rifa said: "The one who does not manage, for him will be
managed."
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2) Sheikh Abul Hasan al-Shadhili said: "If it is absoluteny necessary to manage, then
manage not to manage."
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3) And: "Don't chose any of your matters, and chose not to chose, and then run
away from that choice, and (run away) from you running away, and from everything
(run) towards Allah."

Comments on the first ayah
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(By Allah they do not believe until they make you their judge....)

This concerns two categories of decisions (hukm):

1. Taklif - that concern the actions (actually: earnings - iktisab) of the servants - i.e.
a)obeying the orders of Allah and b) avoiding what He prohibited.

We merely earn our actions by intending the act, Allah is the doer of the act.

2. Ta'rif / tasrif / taslim, i.e. a)submission to (the destiny) that Allah imposes on you.
b) To be thankful for what He gives you/His ni'am
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Allah ta'ala established this with an oath upon Himself, and His Prophet (s), stating
"By your Lord" rather than just "By the Lord".
a) Allah knows that people always want to win their case, whether they are in the
right or in the wrong.
Out of care for human weakness He made him (s) a judge for us.
b) Allah does not accept Iman merely by believing in God, if there is not submission
to the rulings of His Messenger (s). So nobody can be a believer until he has
accepted what was given to the Prophet (s).
c) Allah made his (s) judgement equivalent to His (s) judgement, so when he (s)
judges, his judgement is that of Allah - {Those who pledge loaylty to you are
pledging loyalty to Allah, Allah has confirned their pledge]}.

Note: Unacceptable translation in the English text, the word 'yad' cannot be
translated as 'hand'. One has to do ta'wil.
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This oath also shows the greatness of the Prophet (s).
Compare it to the aya: (This is) the mention of your Lord's compassion towards his
servant Zakariyya.
By saying {Rabbuka} Allah attributes Himself to the Prophet Muhammad (s),

whereas by {"abduHu} he attributes the Prophet Zakarriya to himself.
From this one can estimate the difference in their respectice ranks.
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Then Allah requried, as a condition of Iman, that they not only make the Prophet (s)
their judge but also have no inner objection to his judgement, be it in their favor or
against them.

Souls are constricted/opposed when the light of Iman is missing and other than
Allah is present.

But the soul of the believer is expanded/content by the light of al-Wasi' (the Wide),
and aided by His favour, so they are prepared to accept His judgement, whether
their plea is confirned or rejected.



